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‘THEY EVEN 
‘SUCCEEDED 
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DIER-GENE- 
RALC.G. 
BRUCE, ONE 





Wwiaza THERE | © 
WAS A, 
‘SECOND 
EXPEDITION 
TO EVEREST... 














THE 36-YEAR- 
“OLD MALLO- 


RYWASA 
MEMBER OF 











‘AT AN ELEVA- 
TION OF 

| AROUND 5400 

METERS, THE 
OXYGEN 

CONTENT IN 

THE AIR IS 

HALE WHAT IT 
IS AT SEA 

LeveL. 


AMEN cas ia 








AS WITH THE: 
PREVIOUS 
‘ATTEMPT, THEY 
ENTERED TIBET 
FROM INDIA AND 
‘THE EDGE OF 
RONGBUX GLA- 
CIER BECAME 
THEIR BASE 
cAMP. 





























FIRST TIME 
(MANKINO HAD 





EVER EXPE- 


oop | RIENCE THIS 
































BESET NUMBE- 
ROUS TIMES BY 
BAD WEATHER, 
THEY FELL FAR 
«| __ BEHIND IN 
© | SETTING UP THEIR 
CAMPS, 





COME JUNE, 

‘THEY WERE 

FINALLY SUCCES- 

SFULIN ESTABL 

LSHING CAMPS 
5 ANDO. 














GGE AGAINST THE 


G} wino AND ALTITUDE, F 
‘THERE WAS THE 
‘SNOW-PATCHED 
ROCK AT THEIR FEET, BI 
‘AND THE SLOPE 
WHICH aveRAGED FA 
asecrees. 








BESIDES THE STRU- 











MONSOON 
SEASON WAS 
NOW IMINENT. 

















THING ABOUT 4 IVE COME TO REALIZE 

HOW ROBUST J THAT WE CANNOT D0 

srucewas. als (Z| witout rin THis. 
‘SUMMIT ATTACK. 





BERS ALSO SUC- 

OXYGEN WOULD BE CUMBED TO THE 

‘AN UNFAIR ADVANTA- . WORK AT HIGH 
. ALTITUDES. 











BUT THERE IS A 
UMIT TO HUMAN 
‘ALTITUDE ACCLIMA- 
TIZATION. 


THE MAXIMUM ALTITU- 
DE WITHOUT OXYGEN 
‘MAY BE 7000 METERS. 


EVEN IF IT IS “UNFAIR. 





UNTIL NOW, THAT 

FACT HAD BEEN 

INHIBITING THIS 
DECISION. 








IM GOING TO CLIMB 
THE SUMMIT ATTACK 
CARRYING OXYGEN 

TANKS. | WOULD LIKE TO 
NOMINATE IRVINE AS. 


THAT BEING 0, 
DONT YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD BE 
USING OXYGEN? 






















MOST IMPOR- 
TANTLY, IRVINE 1S 
AN EXPERT WITH 

THE OXYGEN APPA- 

RATUS. 


HES GIFTED FOR 
QUICKADJUSTMEN- 
‘TS AND MAINTE 


NANCE OF IT. 


a, 


HOWEVER, HE HAS 


IRVINE'S STILL 
THE CONSTITUTION. 
YOUNG AND INEX- 
PHYSICALLY AND een 


MENTALLY, | THINK. 


HES IDEAL 

































IWANT TO FULLY PRIORIT- 
ZE THIS TECHNOLOGY 
‘AND TALENT. 














‘AS LONG AS THERE 
WAS A HOPE, HE 
WOULD NOT 
‘ACCEPT DEFEAT. 
WITH SUCH FORCE 
‘AND WILL AND 
PSHYCHOLOGICAL 
STRENGTH, THEY 
COULD SUCCEED. 








HE WAS IN 
‘AWE OF 
MALLORY AS: 
AMAN OF 
INDOMITAB- 
LE RESOLVE. 


























CARRYING FOOD 











“NO WIND AT. CAMP 5. 
THINGS ARE PROMI- 


ALETTER FROM 
LALORY REACHED 
CAMP 4 VIA PORTERS 
WHO HAD DESCENDED 
FROM CAMP 5. 























(QUICKLY TO THE ALTITUDE? 


HE HAD FELT THE OXYGEN 
‘APPARATUS, WHICH WAS 
‘STILL IN ITS EXPERIMEN- 

TAL STAGES, WAS NOT 
VERY EFFECTIVE FOR HIM 
PERSONALLY. 
























‘SOON AFTER, MALLORY 
[AND IRVINE HAD ARRIVED 
‘AT THE HIGHEST CAMP — 
co 
ELEVATION #230 
METERS: 

















THEIR FOUR 
PORTERS 
DESCENDED 
TO CAMPS 














WILL CLIMB IT, 1M. 





COULD YOU PLEASE 
INSPECT THE 
OXYGEN EQUIP- 























‘THIS MEMO STATED 
‘THAT THEY WOULD BE 
‘STARTING OUT EARLY 
‘AND THAT, BY SAM 
THEY WOULD BE EITHER 
UNDER THE PYRAMID OR | 
(GOING UP SKYLINE. 
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B) MALLORY 





BN) Ano irvine 








‘THE OXYGEN TANKS WEIGHED FOUR- 
TEEN KILOS EACH. 


CARRYING TWO OF THOSE AND 
THEIR BREATHING APPARATUS, THEY 
‘COULD ONLY TAKE A LITTLE LIGHT 
EQUIPMENT IN ADDITION. 





















[5] covereo IN 

y) ROCK DEBRIS 
THAR CRUM- 
| BLES EASILY. 

















NEXT IS A HARD, 
VERTICAL ROCK | 
WALL OF ABOUT 

30 METERS - THE |” 

FIRST TEP. 

























































































IT SEEMS LIKE WELL 
BE ABLE TO REACH 
‘THE SUMMIT AND 
‘THEN RETURN TO THE 





MEANWHI- | 


























THEY MAY BE STARING 
ON THE FINAL PYRAMID 
RIGHT ABOUT NOW. 











BEEN FOR 
‘AN INSTANT, 
BUT ODELL 
HAD SEEN 
THEIR FIGU- 
RES HEA- 
DING 
FURTHER UP 
THE MOUN- 








‘AND THERES STILL ANO- 
‘THER 200 METERS TO THE 
SUMMIT. 






































DELL CLIM- 
BED TO READY 
CAMP 6 FOR 


WHEN THE" 


TWO MEN 


WOULD NEED 
TO USE IT. 


ITS GOING TO TAKE 
THEM AT LEAST ANO- 
THER THREE HOURS 
TO REACH THE 
‘SUMMIT. 











CAN START 
‘THEIR DESCEN- 
TE WHILE ITS 
STILL LIGHT... 


THEY'LL NEED TO 























‘SHOULD | RETURN 
TO CAMP 4 WHILE 
IPS STILL LIGHT? 





ODELL AND 


NorTon warcHen | 























IT TROUBLES ME THAT 
MALLORY, OF ALL 


PEOPLE, HASN'T SENT 
‘ANY SORT OF SIGNAL 








| THAT THEY WERE 
LATE DESCENDING 
AND SET UP A 
BIVOUAC IN THE 
‘SHADOWS OF SOME 
RocKs? 























‘BUT ODELL STILL BELIE- 
VED THAT THE TWO WERE 
PROBABLY TAKING: 
REFUGE IN ONE OF THE 
TWO CAMPS. 






























BUT INSIDE THE 
TENT, IT WAS 
COMPLETELY 


UNTOUCHED, 
JUST AS ODELL 
HAD LEFT IT TWO. 





















































THE FURIOUS ROAR OF 
THE WIND, WHICH 
HITTED THE ROCK WALL, 
TRANSFORMED ODELL'S 
SHOUT INTO A INSIGNI- 
FICANT NOISE. THERE 
WAS NOT A SINGLE 


INDICATION OF HUMAN 
PRESENCE IN THAT 
INHOSPITE PLACE. 








NOTHING WAS 
EVER HEARD 
FROM MALLO- 
RY OR IRVINE 
ONTHS =o 


i 
WORLD AGAIN a hy 















































THIS TIME, THE 
FINAL CAMP Co 
WAS ESTABI- 
LISHED AT AN 
ALTITUDE OF 8350 


METERS, 120 
METERS HIGHER 
THAN THE 
>REVIOUS EXPEDI- 









































DID IRVINE DROP 
THIS WHILE THEY 
WERE CLIMBING UP, 
(OR WHILE THEY 
WERE DESCENDING? 




















LATER, IT WAS CONFIR- 
MED THAT IT HAD 
BELONGED TO IRVINE. 


BUT THIS AXE CREATED 
ARIDOLE. 














BUT, IF ODELUS 
TESTIMONY HAD 
SEEN THE TWO ME 
NON THE SECOND 
STEP WAS 
CERTAIN. 


























‘THAT THIS ACCIDENT PROBABLY 
| HAPPENED WHILE THEY WERE ON 
THE WAY DOWN, 

‘AND IT WAS THEORIZED THAT THE 
BODIES NOT BEING THERE WAS 
BECAUSE THE MEN HAD FALLEN 

FROM THAT POINT. 























THE ONLY 
THING 
THEYD 

Ler 
BEHIND 


THEMWAS 


IRVINES. 
AXE. 


MALLORY OR 
IRVINE... OF 
‘OF THEM 
HAD LOST 
THEI FOO- 
TING, 
SLIPPED, 
‘AND PLUM- 
HAD IT BEEN METED. 
ONLY IRVINE 
THAT DIED 
HERE, OR 
(ONLY MALLO- 


qf INANY CASE, ITWAS 
‘THOUGHT NATURAL TO 


q ACCIDENT HAD HAPPE- 
NED WHILE THEY WERE 
DESCENDING. 














EVEN THE 
DISCOVERY OF 
THE AXE DID 
NOT ANSWER 
THIS QUESTION. 


ICE AXE DISCOVERED. 1933 


ODELL WITNES- 
SED THEM IN 
laze 


FIRST STEP 





SECOND STEP 

















THIRD STEP 


‘AND YET, AS EVER, A 
GIANT MYSTERY 
REMAINED. HAD THE 
TWO MEN STARTED 
THEIR DESCENT 
AFTER HAVING SET 
FOOT ON THE 
‘SUMMIT, OR BEFORE 
THEY REACHED IT? 


Te WT 














BRITAIN SENT THE FIFTH, 
‘SIXTH, AND SEXENTH 





(ONE RETURNING TO 
FAILURE. 
























SUMMIT SOUTH 


SUMMIT 














INFACT, IT WAS. 
THIRTY-TWO 
‘YEARS AFTER THE 
FIRST EXPEDITION, 
(ON MAY 24, 1953, 












‘AFTER THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR, THE 
FIRST TEP WAS. 
FINALLY TALE NON 
‘THE SUMMIT OF 
EVEREST. 


















































*WAS THE SUMMIT 
CONQUERED ON THAT 
EXPEDITION? 








































IF MALLORY HAD 
REACHED THE SUMMIT, 
THEN ITWAS AN ABSO- 
LUTE CERTAINTY THAT 
HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN 
FOTOS FROM IT WITH 
THIS CAMERA. 























AND KODAK WERE SURE 
THAT, IF THE FILM WAS STILL 
Za) INSIDE THE APPARATUS, IT zo. 
ge YE couLo sti BE DEVELOPED. & 
¥ EVEN MORE THAN FIFTY. 
YEARS LATER ty 


























CHAPTER 20 


TOWN OF THE 
VENOMOUS 











me 
ie 

























































































































































































IF YOU KNOW THE WHEREA- 
BOUTS OF ANY ONE OF 
‘THESE THREE MEN, LET ME 
KNOW. 


LL PAY GOOD MONEY 
FOR YOUR INFORMA- 
TION. 


Fd 











LL BE BACK HERE LATER, 
50 IF YOU REMEMBER OR 
FIND OUT SOMETHING 























WHETHER OR NOT HE 
WOULD FINALLY 
REACH JOUJI HABU... 





HE HAD TAKEN THE FIRST 
‘STEPS TOWARDS HIM 
HERE IN KATHMANDU. 





A'MOUNTAIN 
























Bens IN RECENTE 
ae HISTORYZIT 
—— QW 
Ta HAD BEEN 

ee man's UNMIS- 
oe TAKABLE 





hacd DREAM... 








MEN FROM MANY 


THE LEADING FIGURES: COUNTRIES HAD 
OFTHIS DESIRE AND VENTURED OVER 
WHAT BECAME OF THEM, THIS TERRAIN, THE 
CHANGED/ALONG, WITH CLOSES TO THE HEA- 
THE TIMES, OR DIED AND. we VENS 


LEFT; THIS WORLD 





He 

















$ y hall 
hat “goes, PERHAPS THE MAN 
NAMED, JOUJI 


HABU WAS THE 
» LAST OF THE LEA. 
- 2 DING FIGURES =" 
WITH THAT SPIRIT. 2 

















IF JOUJI, HABU WAS: 
STILL ACTIVELY CLIM- 
BING, AND STILL 
HELD FAST TO THE 
DESIRE\TO WALK ON 
THOSE HEAVENLY 

SUMMITS... 
















WITHITHAT;COL~ 
LECTIVE MIND- 
‘SET, 


PERHAPS, THE CUR- 


STAIN) ON THE 











NT 





FUKAMACHI WAS GOING f— 
TO BE PRESENT ON THAT 
FINAL STAGE THROUGH 

































My, 
YOU JOKE, HOW... || 1 WAS WONDERING IF 
‘SR. MAYBE YOU'D DUG 





UP ANY MORE INTE- 
RESTING CAMERAS. 
Y- 
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THINK IF ANYONE 
‘CAN FULFIL YOUR 

















IM NOT ASKING 
(CHANGE 
FOR MY SERVICE, 




















‘ALL YOU NEED TO D0 1S. 
FIND OUT WHAT BIKHA 
‘SAMP IS UP TO NOW, AND 

THATS IT, 




















PLL BE BACK IN TWO. 





























AND THERE WAS NO 
GUARANTEE HIS. 
METHODS WOULD 
BE LAWFUL. 









































POSSIBLE JOUUI F 
@ HABU WOULD BE 
q AT ANG TSHE- 
@ RING'S DESTINA- 











HE WOULD BE 
ABLE TO MEET 
HABU. 

































































1.SPOKE TO SOMEONE || THAT WAS QUICK! 
WHO KNEW SOMETHING || YOU LEARNED ~ 
SOMETHING? 

















HAD JUST LEFT HIM 
WHEN | HAPPENED TO 
‘SEE YOU. 





IF THE INFORMATION IS 
WORTH PAYING FOR, 
CAN YOU SPLIT IT 


PLL PAY IF IT'S 
OF USE TO ME. 









































‘THE FESTIVAL WHEN WE: 
PRAISE THE GODDESS 
DURGA WHO DEFEATED THE 

BUFFALO DEMON. 























ro 














ITIS AFESTI- 











FAMILY OR A 
VILLAGE, 

















THERE ARE SO 
MANY PEOPLE 
‘AROUND WITH 















































DEPENDING ON 

THINGS, | THINK 
MIGHT TELL YOU 
WHERE THAT 5. 








YOU ARE A LUCKY MAN. | 
‘AM GOING TO SHOW YOU 
‘SOMETHING WHICH IS 


SOMEWHAT RARE FOR 
JAPANESE PEOPLE TO 





WE WERE JUST 
‘ABOUT TO START. 















































THE BONES AND 
THEIR MARROW WILL 
BE EATEN, AND THE 


HEAD AND THE MEAT 
(ON THE CHEEKS AND 
‘SKULL WILL BE EATEN 





























THERE IS ONLY 











SIMPLY, THE EATEN 
1S WEAKER THAN 
THE EATER. THAT IS 
‘THE ONLY REASON. 





YOUR BUSINESS HERE 
IS DONE. YOU CAN 
COLLECT THE MONEY 
‘YOU WERE PROMISED 
‘AND LEAVE. 








| BELIEVE THERE IS SOMETHINH 
‘SIMILAR IN THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE MAN AND MAN 
‘AND THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THIS GOAT AND MAN. 




























































WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 








THAT CAMERA MUST 
BE WORTH A GREAT 
‘AMOUNT. 








THINKING THE 


WHY WOULD YOU SAY 

‘THAT? YOU AND MANI 

KUMAR ARE FRIENDS, 
‘ARENT YOU? 

















‘YOU AND MAN! WE ONLY COOPERATE ON NO. WERE NOT 
RUMAR ARE ‘A BUSINESS LEVEL. | FRIENDS: 
HAVE NO CONNECTION 
WITH THAT SHOP OTHER 
THAN FOR BUSINESS. 





THAT CAMERA IS SOMETHING ry 
WHICH ONLY HAS A SUBJECTIVE 
VALUE WHICH CANNOT BE RECOR- 


DER IN TERMS OF MONEY. 


TO ANYONE ELSE 
ITWOULD BE JUST 
AWORTHLESS: 
OBJECT. 


1700 KNOW THAT IT 1S A 
‘THING WORTH MORE THAN 
‘MERE MONEY. 





























THAT DAY, WHEN 


iE 

WAS STOLEN 

FROM YOUR 
HOTEL. 


WHAT IF SOMEONE 
HAD BEEN FOLLOWING 
. ‘Your 


BECAUSE THEY 
WOULDN'T KNOW IF 
‘YOU SUDDENLY 








OBTAINED THE SAME 




















IS THE CAMERA MALLORY 
CARRIED WITH HIM TO THE 
‘SUMMIT OF SAGARMATHA, 


























‘YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
‘THAT MAKES YOU BELIE- 
VE IT IS THE REAL 
THING, DONT You? 














‘YOUVE COME TO 
NEPAL FROM JAPAN 
‘AGAIN LIKE THIS. 


WHAT'S MORE, YOU 
‘ARE SEARCHING FOR 





1 DONT WANT 
‘YOUTOMISUN- 
DERSTAND. 





IT 1S MALLORY'S 
CAMERA. YOU ARE 
‘SURE, ARENT YOU? 




















I'S MORE WE STILLDONT —EVENIF ITS 
REASONABLE KNOW IF THATWAS THE SAME 
MALLORY'S MAKE. 


FORITTOBEA JA 
iH CAMERA OR NOT. 








| OTHERWISE IT WOULD 
BE LIKE SOMETHING 
FROM A PIPE DREAM. 









/ WHY WOULD A CAMERA THAT \ 
WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE | 
‘BEEN TAKEN UP TO THE 











‘SHOW UP NOW IN, 
KATHMANDU? 





BUT THAT HAPPENS IF 
THAT CAMERA DOES: IVE COME BACK 
TURN OUT TO BE THE HERE ONLY TO CON- 
FIRM IT'S NOT THE 
‘ONE. 
































WELL, EVEN IF THAT MEANS 
LITTLE TO YOU JAPANESE, IT 
WOULD BE A TREMENDOUS 

AMOUNT OF MONEY TO US 














JAPANESE, CAN SPEAK TO 
HIM WITH THE AIM OF 
OBTAINING THE CAMERA. 












i 





DONT YOU THINK THIS 
1S INFORMATION THAT 
COULD BE SOLD FOR A 
CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT, 
TO MEDIA OVERSEAS. 


an 


























WHY ARE YOU EVEN NOW 
‘TRYING TO DISCOVER THE 






































JUST WHATTHE 


HELL ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 00. 

















{COOP, IT. WOULD 
LIKELY; ELEVATE HIS. 
‘OWN POSITION IN 
THE INDUSTRY. 






































BY, FOLLOWING, THE PATH, TO) 


ITYALINTHE THINGS, HE WAS) 


THING DOWN ON THIS 
, WOULD’ALL BE, 
) WOULDN'T, THEY, 
on 


a 





(ON|THIS EARTH) 


EVEREST. 








THEN SIMPLY 
FORGETS IT EVERY CLIMBER 


THINKS THAT, 
‘JUST AS QUI- 
CRY THOUGHT IN 
THEIR HEARTS. 


JUST ONCE... 










































































= % wpe THE NEXT DAY FUKAMA- 
— S — CHIWENT INTO THE | | 
WU Inet i —E-fE | CITY TO PICK UP SOME }4—| 
Ltn. | 4 TREKKINGGEARt ft 



































































p YOU KNOW, | SPOT-| 
IT WAS ALONG A Jk TED THE SHERPA 
TIME BACK, BUT | : ANG TSHERING IN 
WAS A MEMBER OF 
JAPANESE CLIM- 
BING PARTY OF 








ACCOMPANIED ANG 
OUR PARTY ON —-TSHE- 
THAT PARTY. RING... 


IS HE STILL 
‘ACTIVE EVEN 
Nowe 












NO, HE'S OLDER NOW. 
IT SEEMS HE ALMOST 
NEVER JOINS ANY 
CLIMBING PARTIES. 





‘TREKKING GUIDE? 























WHERE CAN | 
TALK TO HIM? 























_{ 1 WONDERING IF HE 


CAN HIRE ANG 
TSHERING AS HIS 
TREKKING GUIDE. 











CLOSE TO HIM, OR 


WHO ARE INTRODU- 


CED TO HIM BY 
FRIENDS. 


1 DONT THINK YOU 
COULD GET HIM AS 
‘YOUR GUIDE. 


WELL... IT PRO- 
BABLY WONT 
D0 YOU ANY 






























































a! 
: 


au 





SS 




















OS 


RARE. 


THIS 1S A LOT 
‘SOONER THAN | 





1 JUST FINISHED 
(CHECKING IN A 
MINUTE AGO! 




















109 


ID | DON'T GET AHOLD OF 
‘ANY INFORMATION BY 
THEN, IM THINKING ABOUT 


GOING TREKKING. 








'M PLANNING: 
‘ON GOING 
THROUGH THE 
U—| | SHERPA VILLA- 
GES ON FOOT. 


























AFTER THAT, | JUST WANT TO MEET HIM AND 
THEN FLL KNOW, | FIND OUT WHAT HE'S DOING 
< = Now. WHATS GOING THROUGH }) 
HIS MIND. 








‘ANYWAY, | WANT TO 
CLOSE THE BOOK ON 
My OWN EMOTIONS. 


THERE'S STILL NO CLOSU- 
RE BETWEEN US 




















j Ke 
CHAPTER 22 









































‘THERE'S SOMETHING... THIS 
CITY FEELS NOSTALGIC 








IPS LIKE JAPAN 
AGES AGO, JUST 
AFTER THE END OF 
THE WAR. 
































‘THIS MEANS THAT YOU : HE TOLD ME THEY HAVE 
KEPT A SECRET FROM ME NO INTENTION OF OFFE- 


THE DAY BEFORE YESTER- RING YOU ANY INFORMA 
TION ABOUT THE THING. 





! WAS HE... TALKING [TJ 
A) ABOUT A CAMERA? 


tn 








(YOU NEVER GAVE ME 
VQ) ANY KINDOFEXPLANA- j./ ¥ 


= > 
Re YOUR GUIDE. ' 
HE ALSO SAID HE HAS 


NO NEED OF ANY MORE 
MESSAGES FROM YOU. 









































AMONG THE THINGS YOU 
‘SEE SOLD AROUND HERE, IT | Fj 

16 OFTEN THE FAKES THAT | 1p 
TAKE IN THE TOURISTS. 





























I HAVE TO WONDER 
WHAT THE STORY 15. 


IT CAME WITH A LETTER, 
BUT ALL IT SAID WAS... 


“FM SENDING YOU THIS 
TURQUOISE. PLEASE WEAR IT 
IF YOU LIKE IT" 


DAWA MUST HAVE \¥ 
‘ACTUALLY REMEM- 



















IPS ASTONE THAT HAS 
SOME SPECIAL MEANING 





BUTI DIONT KNOW YES, PLENTY DIDN'T YOU EVER THINK 
I ALWAYS JusT.GoT || WHEREHEWAS, OF TIMES. 0 TRY TO COME TO 

















‘THAT THIS STONE MUST 
HAVE BEEN A VERY PRE- | 
CIOUS THING TO HABU. 


















































‘AND THE OTHER IS SOME 
WISE ADVICE TO LEAVE 








PLEASE JUST 
QUIETLY D0 SOME 


























WOULD BE NEARBY 
Toor 


WHY WOULDN'T HE MEET } 
RYOKO WHEN SHED 
COME ALL THE WAY TO. 
NEPAL? 











IF HABU'S IN KATHMANDU 
TOO, THEN SEARCHING THE 
‘SHERPAS VILLAGES ON 
FOOT 'S GOING TO BEA 
WASTE OF TIME. 











(REMEMBERED IT | | 





‘Onty THAT LAST ONE | (M CERTAIN BEFORE 
THAT THEY WERE ALL 











IF YOU Go SOUTH 
NE] From tHere vou 
HIT THE BAGMATI 

RIVER. 


(ON THE OTHER SIDE OF 
IT, YOURE PRACTI- 
CALLY IN PATAN. I'S 
BASICALLY WALKING 
DISTANCE. 








IWANT T0 GO 
(CHECK IT OUT. 


‘THERE'S PROBABLY SOME 
PLACE THERE IN PATAN 
WHERE THEY STAY, OR 
THAT THEY HAVE SOME: 
KIND OF CONNECTION 








‘AND OUR LUCK'S. 

GOOD, WE MIGHT 

BE ABLE TO FIND 
HIM THERE. 




























as SS 
— . \ FJ SS 
Pei Wit 
zi era Ca ae 

a kN V7 ee 




















KILLING 
TIME, 
[| WALKING. 











BUT PATAN IS A 
BEAUTIFUL CITY, 


IN NEPALI ITS ALSO 
CALLED LALITPUR, 














THINKING LIVING 
HERE IN NEPAL? 

















EVER SINCE WHAT 
HAPPENED TO MY 
BROTHER? 




















FLLYCOME’AND) 
POINSYOU) 





ONLY FALLING DEL 
‘és BERATELY = THAT; |; 






















IF THERE'S JUST 
ONE THING IM 
CERTAIN ABOUT 

WITH HABU... 








7 


/ 


/ 
| IF HE'S ALIVE, AS 


| LONG AS HIS 
BODY IS ABLE 
70... 






THEN HE'S aft 
ACTIVELY CLIM- 


BING. 













z 























i" Hl! 
Te yin" ea 


pi is 














1S SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


WHAT COULD 
HAVE HAPPENED? Q 






























































ISNT ENOUGH TO 
‘MAKE YOU WAIT 
‘THREE YEARS. 


IT'S NOT ANYTHING 
THAT SURPRISING, 





















JUST WHAT THE 
HELL DID | COME OUT I WONDER IF 
HERE HOPING TO HE IMAGINED... 
‘ACCOMPLISH? 


Ya basesesesszes 


‘ALONE, AND WHEN HE 
‘CAME BACK | WOULD 
ALWAYS BE WAITING FOR 






We 
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| tsHouvo Have Just 

















RYOKO HAD GOTTEN OFF 
‘AT NEW ROAD NEAR THE 
HOTEL, AND FUKAMACHI 
HAD GONE BACK ON HIS. 








ves, ruoerwers \, 
KNOW THE WAY 
BACK NOW. 


























y 
‘THERE HAD BEEN, 
NO PHONE CALL! 





















































SHE'S JUST 
GONE OUT, 
BUT 
























































































































































| BUT HE TOLD HER TO 
GO BACK TO JAPAN. 











IT WAS WRAPPED 
ROUND A ROCK AND 
‘APPARENTLY THROWN: 
INTO MY ROOM. | FOUND 




















X 





16 THIS “BUSINESS” 
ABOUT THE CAMERA? 


IT MEANS THAT SOMEONE 
(ON THEIR END KNOWS: 
‘ABOUT MY RELATIONSHOP 
WITH RYOKO. 





IT WOULD ONLY TAKE A 
LITTLE BIT OF DIGGING 
SB. FOR THOSE TWO TO 
FIND OUT. 

















a 


SORRY, BUT 
COULD You PUT 
M 





‘ALONG WITH THE 
FILM THATS 
INSIDE IT. 
WE WANT TO TRADE 
‘THE MERCHANDISE 
WE HAVE HERE FOR 
‘FAIR AMOUNT. 





IF I GIVE IT TO YOU, THEN 
WILL YOU RETURN RYOKO 











I AGREE TO 
YOUR TERMS. 


PLL CALL THERE 
‘AGAIN AT NOON 
TOMORROW. 





- ‘ARE PLENTY OF — \\ 
PLACES HERE IN NEPAL } 


WHERE THE MERCHANDISE 
orth 


WHAT 00 TN THINK 
WOULD HAPPEN TO THE \ 
MERCHANDISE IF IT 
FELL INTO A CRACK IN 
‘AN ICEFALL? 


BUT BEFORE THAT, | 
WANT PROOF THAT 








AND YOUR CORPSE WILL BE 
FROZEN FOREVER IN THAT 
(CRACK IN THE ICEFALLI, 








‘ALL RIGHT, BUT TELL 
| NO ONE ELSE ABOUT 
THIS 
J 
\ J 























a 
i IF WE GO TO THEM, THEN 


| “Het 00 Just WHAT 


















































ABDUCTING A FOREIG- 
NER SO THEY CAN GET 
‘AHOLD OF THAT 


CAMERA, BUT THEN 
HOW ARE THEY GOING 
TO TURN THAT INTO 
MONEY? 














ONLY BY MAKING IT 
PUBLIC... PUTTING IT 
OUT IN THE LIGHT IS 

‘THE ONLY WAY TO GET 

MONEY FOR IT. 





THIS STORY END UP ON 
‘THE BLACK MARKET, 
‘THEY WONT BE ABLE TO 
GET MUCH FOR IT. 














PLUS... IT WOULD HAVE TO 
INCLUDE THE STORY OF A 
PERSON NAMED BIKHA SAMP 
WHO FIRST GOT THE CAMERA. 












ALL THEY'RE DOING 
1S MAKING AN 
ENEMY OF YOU! 














‘ALL RIGHT... THEN 
LET ME ASK YOU 
‘ONE THING. 















































DID YOU FIND MALLO- 
RY'S BODY?! 











HAS NOTHING TO 00 
WITH YOU. NOT IN THE 
LEAST. 














SNEAKING 
‘AROUND, SNIFFING 





















































WHERE'S: 
PUTHER ON! | pyoKor! 








‘AHI RYOKO, ARE 
YOU ALL RIGHT? 
‘ARE YOU HURT? 


NO, IM OKAY} 
RIGHT NOW. 


YOU CAN TALK FOR 
‘TWENTY SECONDS. GET 
IT? TWENTY SECONDS. 




















ay 
‘ 8 
rm SorRY. 
SOMEBODY CALLED ME OUT IN d 


5 
2 

NEW ROAD. THEY SAID BIKHA | 

‘SAMP WAS LOOKING FOR ME. 


| HE SAID HE WANTED TO 
TALK, JUST THE TWO OF 
US. | TOLD HIM | THOU- 
GHT HE DIONT WANT TO 





BUT THAT HED 
UKE T0 SEE ME 
IF IT WAS JUST 
THE TWO OF US. 





IT'S NO PLACE THAT A 
FOREIGNER, WHO'S 
ONLY WANDERED 
AROUND KATHMANDU 
‘ONCE OR TWICE, WOULD 
EVER FIND. 














































WHICHEVER YOU CAN 
ARRANGE FIRST, WELL 
es TRADE IT FOR THE 





JAPANESE YEN, OR 
ie THEN THOUSAND 
OF COURSE, M NOT 1] | AMERICAN DOLLARS. 


TALKING ABOUT RIGHT 
} 
J 






AWAY TODAY. FLL CALL YOU 
TONIGHT BUT BE PREPA- 
RED TO HAVE IT READY BY 
TOMORROW. 
















EIGHT TONIGHT, 8 POLICE, THE MERCHAN- 
THEN. D 


[ PLL CALL YOU AT f IF YOU TALK TO THE 
\ DISE GOES INTO A 




















0 YOU THINK THAT IF 
YOU TELL THE POLICE 
THE WHOLE STORY, 
THEY'LL BE ABLE TO 00 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT? 


AND IF ANY ~ 
ta ssesoes, Nl 
NED TO RYOKO, aK. 
HOW WOULD YOU 
FEEL? 








PERSONALLY, | DONT 
TRUST THE POLICE. 


NOT BECAUSE THEY'RE THE 
NEPALESE POLICE, BUT BECAU- 
SE DONT TRUST ANYBODY, 
‘AND THATS ITI 








WHAT'S MORE, | 
{pont Trust IN 
TE 


INTEND To D0? 











THEM DIO IT, BUT EITHER 
WAY WHOEVER THE PERPE- 
TRATOR IS, IT CAN ONLY BE 
SOMEONE CONNECTED TO 


IMADE A MOVE 
‘YESTERDAY. 
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‘YOU ORDERED THE 
KIDNAPPING, DIONT 
Youle 





1AM A MAN WHO IS. 

ALWAYS CONSIDERING 
WHAT KINDS OF PRO- 

DUCTS, WHAT KINDS OF 



























































ROYALIST STATE| 
(OF BHUTAN. 











CITIZENS HAD IMMIGRATED TO 
BHUTAN OVER THE YEARS AND. 


‘THE BHUTANESE GOVERNMENT 
BECAME THE TARGET CRITICISM 
DRIVEN MAINLY BY THESE 

















50 DID NARADAR RAJEN- 
DRA PLAN THIS THING?! 





1 ONLY KNOW THE 
INFORMATION THEY 








( ePENDING oN How 
| Yousowrr, vou 
COULD MAKE A LOT 








80, MANI KUMAR. IF WE 
GOT AHOLD OF THAT 
CAMERA AND FILM, HOW 
MUCH WOULD YOU BUY IT 








x 
as 


DONT You SEE? 
YOUVE COMMITTED 
‘ACRIMEI IT'S TOO 
DANGEROUS! 




















BUT, DEPENDING ON 





















































































































































IT IS AN HONOUR TO RECEIVE 
THE ‘TIGER’ ANG TSHERING 
HERE IN MY HUMBLE HOME. 


















































‘TRIED TO SELL MAN! KUMAR 


























wouLD You 
LIKE TO COME: 
WITH ME? 





KNEW WE WOULD LEARN 
THEIR LOCATION SOONER OR 
LATER. BUT THE QUESTION 


















SELLING STOLEN 

GOODS OF UNKNOWN 

‘ORIGIN IS ONE 
THING, 


BUT | CANT BECOME INVOLVED IN AN 
INCIDENT INVOLVING THE KINDNAPPING 
OF A FOREIGNER. IF THIS INCIDENT 
RAISES A LOT OF NOISE, THEN IT CAUSES 
PROBLEMS FOR US. | ONLY WANT TO 
PREVENT THAT NOISE FROM HAPPENING. 








WE FOUND HIM LURKING 
‘AROUND INDRA CHOWK 
CARRYING A ROPE SO 


































































































USED TO TIE UP 
‘THE WOMAN WAS: 
700 OLD, IT LOOKED 
UKE IT WOULD 
BREAK. 


CHOICE BUT TO COME 
INTO KATHMANDU TO 
BUY A NEW ONE. 














THEN | TOLD HIM 
‘APPARENTLY THE 
‘CAMERA WAS 





BUT NO ONE 

WOULD TAKE UP 

YOUR OFFER ON 
THE CAMERA. 
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DAKSHINKALL. 








192 























Ly, 
Gil 


Lape Ad 











WELL? WHAT DID THE 
TIGER BADGE BRING 
TO YOUR LIFE? 





FOREIGN LEGION OF NEPALE-| 
SE SOLDIERS ESTABILISHED } 
BY THE BRITISH MILITARY. 
THEY WERE SAID 10 BE THE 
MOST POWERFUL BRIGADE 
(ON EARTH, INVINCIBLE IN 
HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT. 





THE GURKHAS. 
THIS WAS THE 














BIN 1215, THE “PRINCIPALITY 


(OF GORKHA" FOUGHT OVER 
‘CONFLICTING INTERESTS 
WITH THE BRITISH EAST 
INDIA COMPANY, SHICH 


‘THEY WERE MAINLY 
MADE UP OF FIVE 


TRIBES LIVING IN. fy 


THE HIMALAYAN 


MOUNTAIN REGION |: 


OF NEPAL, 


A BEGINNING wir fi 
H) THE GURUNG AND Fi 











BRITISH HISTORY, 
‘THE GURKHAS. 
COULD ALWAYS BE 
FOUND FIGHTING 
®| ON THE FRONT 
LINES IN THE HAR- 
SHEST LOCATIONS. 


















































































































































































































































































































































Gor tO 
FIND YOU. 





























WE SAVED 
HER THANKS 


I HAVE TO THANK 
You. 


















WELL, MIGHT | ASK YOU 
TO LEAVE THE PUNISH- ( 
MENT OF MOHAN AND 


















































CHAPTER 25 





REMINISCENCES & aay 




















THE DEPTHS OF 
HABU'S POWER: 
HADIGIVEN, 
FUKAMACHIA®/ 


FUKAMACHi FELT. 
SOMETHING LIKE A 
BLUNT,PAIN BEGIN 
TO. GROW AND 
‘SEPREAD, THROU- 








HABU HAD SPEC- 
| TACULARLY 
PULLED THEM 








BEFORE YOU GO, 

THERE IS ONE THING 

WHICH I WOULD LIKE 
TO ASK YOU. 


DON'T WORRY. WHEN 
‘SOMEONE ASKS ME 
‘SOMETHING | DONT 
WANT TO ANSWER, | 


























YM NOT STILL 
































‘YOUVE THROWN AWAY, 
(OR ARE TRYING TO 


1.CAN UNDERS- 
‘TAND THE LARGE- 
HE MUST FIRST 
THROW AWAY THE THINGS YOU ARE 
TRYING TO OBTAIN. 








IF YOU WOULD ALLOW ME 
TO GIVE YOU ONE PIECE 
OF ADVICE, 


Pt rs 
THAT A MAN NEEDS REST 
T00. 


~ 













< 











I WOULD HOPE THAT 
BIKHA SANP AND THE 
TIGER TSHERING WOULD 





























HE HAD.TO. 
‘SPEAK TO HABU 





JUST WHAT WAS: 
JOUJ! HABU 
TRYING TO DO 
UNDER THE, NAME, 
BIKHA'SANR?8 











BURNT BY. THE 
‘STRONG ULTRAVIO- 
LET RAYS IN THE 
THIN AIR OF THE 
HIMALAYAN PEAKS. 











j, THAT SUN- 
DARKENED 
FJOUSKY SKIN... 


























HE WAS: 
CLOSED UP IN 
ATENT IN THE 

COLD SNOW. 














‘AAAAH... 
80 COLD! 


/ THEOUTSIDEY “iS THERE A HOLE, 


~ AIR MUST BE ix MY SLEEPING 
¢ SEEPING INy 
THROUGH IT. 
yp. 




























































{ 


7 
/ 
WHEN I WOKE 
UP THIS MOR- 
NING... 
I 


GONE? 






GONE. 







































































THAT JERK! 














HE THINKS HE 
CAN JUST 





WHY IS HABU 
TRYING TO AVOID 





























}] NEVER ASKED IT MAY JUST BE 
MY OWN 














IT'S SOMETHING 
‘YOU SHOULD 


vaok | | HOW COULD | TELL 
‘YOU SOMETHING HE 





BUT WE DON'T KNOW 
WHERE HABU IS, 
























































‘AT THE AGE OF SEVEN- 
sTED WITH 


teUS' 
‘THE GURKHA BRIGADE. 





THE GURKHA 
BRIGADE 15. A 
MILITARY GROUP 
(MADE UP OF NEPA- 


FOUGHT ONLY FOR 
HIMSELF, | THINK. 


MY WIFE PASSED AWAY, | 
HAVE NO CHILOREN, IN THE 
END, THE ONE THING THATS 
LEFT IN MY HANDS IS MY 
VICTORIA CROSS. 


IVE LIVED A LIFE COM- 
PLETELY THE OPPOSI- 
‘TE OF WHAT BIKHA 
‘SANP HAS. 





ZA 





































































































I WAS ABOUT TO 
GO AHEAD ON 


|| WAS PLANNING 
(ON NOT COMING 
BACK HERE. 
































‘ASOLO SUMMIT CLIMB 
OF EVEREST'S SOUTH- 
~EEST WALL IN WINTER 

















LOGY, THIS WAS A 
‘CLIMB WHICH NO 
(ONE HAD YET 
‘ATTEMPTED. 


NOW HABU WAS 
SETTING HIS: 
SIGHTS ON IT. 















































YM GorRY. | 
‘SHOULD HAVE TOLD 
‘YOU SOONER. 




















1. CROSSED THE 8000 
:5 POINT MANY 




























































S. a 
SENG 
as oN 





























TT WAS NO LONGER 
SOMETHING THAT, 


OTHER PEOPLE 
HAD ANY SAY IN. 
































WORDS TO OFFER. HE 
WANTED TO HOLD 
HER TIGHTLY 














BUT HE COULDN'T 00 
THAT. 


FUKAMACHI CLENCHED 
HIS TEETH AND ENDURED 
WHATEVER IT WAS THAT 
WAS WELLING UP FROM 
INSIDE HIM, 





























SHERPA 
VILLAGE — 


o 
NN 
[4 
wi 
= 
a. 
< 
<= 
U 























| NOVEMBER I 


























BUT MORE 
LIKELY HIS OWN 


SOME  FEVERISH 
THING INSIDE HIM 
‘SEEMED TO BE 
SPEEDING UP HIS: 
PACE. 












































‘BEEN THINKING ABOUT 
GOING BACK TO JAPAN 
WHEN YOU DO, RYOKO. 














‘ARE YOU OKAY 
WITH JUST 


BUT YOURS ISN'T, IS IT 
FUKAMACHI? 











| Star BEHIND. 


7 VA IM GOING TO 














\ THEN... 
twonoe 


COULD ASK 
YOU SOME- 





IT MUST BE SOME- 
‘THING PRECIOUS. PLL 
NEVER FORGET THAT 
MOMENT WHEN ANG 
TSHERING SAW IT. 














i 
IKAMACHI IMME- 


DIATELY CALLED 


H] MIVAGAWA AT 
FH] GAKUYUUSHA 


| PUBLISHING. 





shou 00 


















































NOW HE WAS: 
WALKING 
‘ALONE 











HE WAS ALREADY 
(OVER HALF A 
MONTH BEHIND 
HABU IN SETTING 
our. 

















BUT SINCE IT 


‘SUMMIT BY 
NOW. 








‘THE MARKER LINE WAS 
THE BASE CAMP AT 
ELEVATION 6800 METERS. 


GOING ANY FURTHER 
HAN THAT BEFORE 
DECEMBER WOULD NOT 


BE RECOGNIZED ASA} 
WINTER SUMMIT CLIMB. 

















bea 


a, 
Nawal, (REST 















































IN BETWEEN CLIMBS, F 
4 HE WALKED AROUND 


<=] THE VILLAGE ASKING. 
=] WHERE ANG TSHE- 
| RING AND BIKHA 





























‘SOMEONE 
MUST HAVE - 
HUSHED 
THEM. 








1S THIS THE HOME 
(OF DAWA ZAMBU? 





























1AM DAWA, 

















I THOUGHT FD LIKE 
0 TALK T0 YOU IF - 
‘YOU KNEW WHERE 1D WANTED TO ASK 
HE WAS LIVING < , ‘ABOUT ANG TSHE- 
3 ‘ RING. 


80, 17'S YOU. 


I WONDER IF YOU'LL 
TELL ME IF | HAVE 


‘BUT NO ONE WILL TELL 
‘ME. | FIGURED MAYBE 
EVERYBODY WAS HIDING 
IT FROM ME. 

































THINKING TO 
RETURN IT TO HABU 
= MEAN, BIKHA 
SANP. 

















EREENGS WE 1 SEE... DONT KNOW 


HOW IT WAS THAT YOU 
CAME TO BE IN POSSES- 
SION OF IT. 















































1 LOST THESE FINGERS: 
(ON MY LEFT HAND IN 1472, 
(ON DHAULAGIRI. 











IN ANY CASE, WE 
DIDNT HAVE AS GOOD 
EQUIPMENT BACK 
‘THEN AS THEY 00 
NOW. 











‘ATA GLANCE IT 
LOOKS CHEERFUL, 
BUT IT IS POOR... 


‘AND NOT JUST THIS 
VILLAGE, ALL OF 
NEPAL IS POOR. 



























COULD YOU MARRY 
ALOCAL GIRL, HAVE 
CHILDREN... 
0 YOU THINK 
| You couLD Live 
IN THIS COUN- 






‘AND LIVE IN 
THIS COUN- 
TRY? 





couLD Your 





1D PROBABLY THINK ABOUT 
‘TAKING HER BACK TO 

















IVE NEVER HAD TO 
CONFRONT SUCH A 

SITUATION YET, 50. 
DON'T KNOW AT ALL. 

















IF 17'S ALL RIGHT, 
COULD YOU TELL ME 





HAVE PLENTY OF TIME. 
IF IT SUITS YOU, YOU 
CAN TELL ME YOUR 
‘STORY INSIDE THE 
HOUSE. 














I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF 
‘YOU WOULD ALSO TELL ME 
‘ABOUT THAT TURQUOISE, 








HE SPOKE OF NARADAR 

RAJENDRA, MANI KUMAR. 

‘AND HIS RESEARCH INTO 
HABU WHILE IN JAPAN, 




















BUT HE MAY BE DISA- = HMMM 
GREEABLE TO THAT... ~ 


'M NOT HOPING TO. 


I WANT TO FOLLOW ALONG STRENGTH AND 
ABILITY WILL 














IF YOU GO TO THE BASE 
CAMP, YOU ARE SURE TO 
MEET BIKHA SANP, ARENT 


BUT, | WOULD ASK YOU NOT TO 
‘SPEAK TO ANYONE ELSE ABOUT 
‘THE THINGS | AM GOING TO 
TELL YOU, PARTICULARLY ABOUT 
‘THE SUMMIT CLIMB OF SAGAR- 








THe Famous AIK \ 


INCIDENT. 


; 


‘AROUND THE 
MIDDLE OF SEP- 
TEMBER 1985, ANG [2 
TSHERING BROU- 
GHT A JAPANESE 
MAN TO DAWA 
ZAMBUS HOUSE. 


MY NAME IS 
JOUJ!HABU. “Se — )) {i 





PUBLICLY WE ARE 


SAYING HE'S A 
f 


I WANT TO HAVE 
HIM WORK WITH 











IF POSSIBLE, FO LIKE 

TO HAVE HIM ACT AS \ 
‘A.SHERPA FOR TEAMS: 

CLIMBING EVEREST. 


IF THEY'RE TEAMS. 
FROM OTHER COUN- 
TRIES, THEN HE CAN 














WHY 00 YOU WANT TO 
CONCEAL YOUR TRUE 
IDENTITY AND WORK AS. 
‘SHERPA HERE IN 
KHUMBU? 


1D LiKE TO 
KNOW YOUR 
REASON. 








IF THERES 
GOING TO BE 
TROUBLE, IT 

WOULD PROBA- 

BLY ONLY BE AT 








BECAUSE IT WOULD \ 
CASE COMPLICA-\\ 


TOBETHE FIRST. | = ‘ANYONE TO 00 
IT AHEAD OF 























I UNDERSTOOD 
THAT FOR THIS ONE 
SINGLE THING... 














BIKHA SANP WENT 
‘AHEAD JUST AS. 
HE PLANNED. 


HE DEPARTED WITH ONLY ANG 
‘TSHERING ALONG AND FROM 
‘THE BASE CAMP UP BIKHA 
‘SANP CLIMBED ALL ALONE. 











TOOK A SUDDEN 
‘TURN FOR THE 
WORSE AND FORCED 
HIM TO TAKE SHEL~ 
TER. 


HE ENDED UP 
SPENDNG TOO 
MUCH TIME AND 








‘AND HIS DAUGHTER 
DOLMA, WHO HAD 
COME TO SEE HOW IT 
WAS GOING, TOOK 


BACK DOWN. 


MENTAL STRENG- 
TH REMAINING. - 





























CHAPTER 27 


MOTHER’S 
NECKLACE 


























HIS ALTITUDE 
‘ACCLIMATIZATION 
WAS COMING 
‘ALONG FAVORABLY. 


DEFINITELY 
FEEL THE AIR 
THINING, BUT 
IT WASN'T A 
STRUGGLE. 





“THE FOOT, OF THAT, 
MOUNTAIN, YOU 
WOULD/BE CROS- 4 
SING THE SPIRI-y * 
TUAL BARRIER INTO. 





"WHY IS IT THAT 
PEOPLE CLIMB 
MOUNTAINS, | 

WONDER?” 








SUDDENLY, 
WORDS THAT. ; = THOSE WORDS 
DAWA ZAMBU, 
HAD MUTTERED 


‘SLOWLY. 

























HE STARTED ON EVEREST 

FROM THE TIBET SIDE, AND 

GOT TO THE SUMMIT 
WITHOUT OXYGEN. 









BUT HE WASN'T SOLO 
THIS TIME. ANG TSHE- 
RING WENT PART WAY 
UP WITH HIM, 


‘THE PURPOSE OF 
‘THIS TRIP TO 
EVEREST... 




















§) WAS ON THIS TRIP 
SV, THAT BIKHA SANP 
FOUND THAT CAMERA. 






YOU MEAN 
MALLORY?! 


Rs we / 





I HEARD IT WAS AT 
‘AROUND 8100 METERS... 











‘AND IT WOULD BECOME 
KNOWN THAT HE HAD ENTERED 
TIBET AND CLIMBED EVEREST 
WITHOUT A PERMIT. 


























JHE CLIMBED CHO OvU |) 
‘SOLO AND WITHOUT 
(OXYGEN 











‘AN OXYGENLESS. 
‘SOLO CLIMB OF 
‘CHO OYU, ELEVA- 
TION #201 
METERS. A 
‘SUPERHUMAN 
‘ASCENT. 














GREAT NUMBERS: 



























































IMPORTANTE, 50 SHE | ‘S- 
WANTED ME TO 
RETURN IT TO HIM, 








SHE WAS GIVEN 
IT BY BIKHA 

















THEN MY MOTHER 
DIED, MY FATHER 
GAVE IT TO HIM, 













































































FUKAMACHI'S 


MIND. SWEL- 


STRONG EMOTION - 








SOMETHING LIKE 





RELIEF. 














